
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE LOCAL AGENCY 
 

FORMATION COMMISSION FOR LOS ANGELES COUNTY 
 

July 28, 2004 
 

 
 
 
 
Present: 
 
Yvonne B. Burke 
Donald L. Dear 
Jerry Gladbach 
Carol Herrera 
Zev Yaroslavsky 
 
Kenneth I. Chappell, Alternate 
Richard Close, Alternate 
Robert W. Goldsworthy, Alternate 
Donald Knabe, Alternate 
Cristina Cruz-Madrid, Alternate 
Greig Smith, Alternate 
 
 
Larry J. Calemine, Executive Officer 
Thomas Faughnan, Legal Counsel 
 
Absent:   
 
Henri F. Pellissier, Chairman 
James DiGiuseppe 
Cindy Miscikowski 
Beatrice Proo  
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1 
    The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m.   
 
2    
     Pledge of Allegiance led by Jerry Gladbach. 
 
3   
    The following matter was called up for consideration: 
 

Las Virgenes Municipal Water District, West Hills Detachment No. 2002-07.   
 
    Mr. Gene Talmadge of the Las Virgenes Municipal Water District addressed the 
Commission. 
 
    On motion of Commissioner Chappell, unanimously carried (Commissioners Burke, 
DiGiuseppe, Miscikowski, Pellissier, Proo, and Yaroslavsky being absent), the 
Commission took the following actions: 
 

• Acting in its role as a responsible agency with respect to West Hills 
Detachment No. 2002-07, pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section 
15096, LAFCO certified that it has independently considered and reached 
its own conclusions regarding the environmental effects of the proposed 
project and the negative declaration adopted by the Las Virgenes Municipal 
Water District, as lead agency, and has determined that the document 
adequately addresses the environmental impacts of the proposed project.  
LAFCO made a finding that it has complied with the requirements of CEQA 
with respect to the process for a responsible agency, and hereby adopts by 
reference, the negative declaration previously prepared by the lead agency, 
in connection with its approval of the project. 

 
• Amended the Sphere of Influence for the Las Virgenes Municipal Water 

District to exclude the subject territory. 
 

• Adopted Resolution No. 2004-08 Making Determinations Approving West 
Hills Detachment No. 2002-07 from Las Virgenes Municipal Water District. 

 
• Pursuant to Government Code Section 57002, September 22, 2004 was set 

as the date for commission protest proceedings. 
 
4 
    The following matter was called up for consideration: 
 
 City of Azusa, Annexation No. 2003-05 (Monrovia Nursery) .   
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    Douglas Tessitor of the City of Glendora addressed the commission.  
Commissioner Herrera inquired as to whether LAFCO had jurisdiction over traffic 
issues.  Mr. Calemine the Executive Officer, indicated that LAFCO does not have any 
jurisdiction over traffic issues.  However, in an effort to address these issues, the 
Executive Officer recommended that the Commission direct staff to send a letter to the 
cities involved urging them to continue to work together to resolve the traffic issues.  
 
    On motion of Commissioner Dear,(Commissioner Madrid voting No; and 
(Commissioners Burke, DiGiuseppe, Misicikowski, Pellissier, Proo and Yaroslavsky 
being absent), the following actions by the Commission were duly carried: 
 

• Acting in its role as a responsible agency with respect to City of Azusa 
Annexation No. 2003-05, pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section 15096, 
LAFCO certified that it has independently considered and reached its own 
conclusions regarding the environmental effects of the proposed project and 
the environmental documents certified by the City of Azusa, as lead agency, 
namely Monrovia Nursery Specific Plan and Project EIR, Sch. No. 
2002071046, and City of Azusa Resolution No. 03-C7, approving and certifying 
the Final EIR, Statement of Overriding Considerations, and Mitigation 
Monitoring Program; and has determined that the documents adequately 
address the environmental impacts of the proposed project.  LAFCO made a 
finding that it has complied with the requirements of CEQA with respect to the 
process for a responsible agency, and adopted by reference the environmental 
findings previously adopted by the City of Azusa in connection with its 
certification of that report for the proposed project. 

 
• Made a finding that the County and all subject agencies agree to the proposed 

transfer. 
 

• Adopted the attached Resolution No. 2004-09 Making Determinations 
Approving and Ordering annexation of the subject territory to the City of Azusa 
and detachment of the same said territory from Los Angeles County Road 
Districts No. 1 and No. 5, pursuant to Government Code Section 56375. 
 

• Made a finding that all owners of land and all subject agencies have consented 
in writing to the waiver of conducting authority proceedings, and pursuant to 
Government Code Section 56663(c) waived the conducting authority 
proceedings in it’s entirety. 

 
[Commissioner Burke in at 9:12 a.m.] 
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5 
    On motion of Commissioner Herrera, unanimously carried (Commissioners 
DiGiuseppe, Miscikowski, Pellissier, Proo and Yaroslavsky being absent), the 
Commission reappointed  Henri F. Pellissier to a four-year term of office expiring the 
first Monday in May 2007. 
 
6 
    On motion of Commissioner Burke, unanimously carried (Commissioners 
DiGiuseppe, Miscikowski, Pellissier, Proo and Yaroslavsky being absent), the minutes 
of the meeting held on July 14, 2004 were approved. 
 
7 
    The Executive Officer gave an update on the status of the Municipal Service 
Reviews (MSR).  He indicated that the MSRs and Sphere of Influence (SOI) updates 
are proceeding on schedule and boundary changes to the attached Regional MSR 
area map have been finalized.  The changes were made to incorporate the fact 
although the original regional map was divided by watershed lines, it did not take into 
consideration that cities were being provided water services by districts across the 
regional watershed lines.  Therefore, it was logical to adjust the boundaries by 
grouping together the cities being provided water services by the same districts.  
Community workshops have been scheduled for August 9 th and August 12th for the 
draft MSRs for the Las Virgenes and High Desert Areas. The draft Water Service 
Providers report for each respective area will also be discussed at the August 
community workshops.   
 
In addition, Dudek and Associates have submitted a preliminary draft of water service 
in the Santa Clara Valley, which of course includes the City of Santa Clarita.  The 
preliminary draft is currently being reviewed by staff.  MSRs and SOI updates for the 
Santa Clara Region and the North West San Gabriel Valley Region are scheduled to 
be completed by September and should come before the Commission in late October.  
The Santa Clara Valley will address 1 city and 6 water providers and the Northwest 
San Gabriel Valley will address 19 cities and 12 special districts.  The Scope of Work 
and Request for Proposals for the Wastewater MSR to address the 25 County 
Sanitation Districts has been delivered to 15 qualified consultant companies and 
responses are due by August 20th.    
 
Currently there are 13 cities that, after repeated and varied efforts by staff, and 
personal requests by Commissioners including members of the Board, and members 
of cities to facilitate their compliance, have yet to respond in total or in part to all RFIs.  
The Executive Officer further indicated that the Commission should consider taking 
further action.  Thomas Faughnan, Legal Counsel, recommended that staff follow-up 
with phone calls, proceed without the active participation of these cities and finally, 
proceed with a writ action requiring them to comply.  He further stated that it is within 
LAFCOs statutory authority to request this information and the cities are required to 
provide this information under Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government  
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Reorganization Act of 2000.   After discussion the Commission opted to split the list 
and make personal telephone contact with the 13 cities.   Staff was directed to 
prepare of roster for contacting the remaining cities and after the telephone contact 
has been completed the Commissioner will report back with the results and if 
necessary a closed session will be set to consider a possible writ action. 
 
8 
  The Executive Officer presented the  pending proposal status report.   
 
9 
   No one came forward during the period allowed for public comment. 
 
10 
    The next meetings will be August 11, 2004 and August 25, 2004.   
 
11 
    There was no new business to be placed on any future agenda.  
 
12 
    On motion of Commissioner Chappell, unanimously carried, (Commissioners 
DiGiuseppe, Miscikowski, Pellissier, Proo and Yaroslavsky being absent), the meeting 
adjourned at 9:37 a.m. 
  
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
      Larry J. Calemine 
      Executive Officer 


